"Are You Keeping Quiet?"
The Christian faith is distinguished from other faiths by a number of things, but there is one thing that the other religions can't claim. In all of the other religions from Buddhists to Mohammad, NONE of those prophets rose from the dead and conquered death EXCEPT Jesus.
The disciples were down and out after Jesus had died on the cross. Even before that, Peter disowned his relationship with Jesus three times. Everyone scattered because they were afraid everything was for naught. 
BUT, these disciples saw Jesus after he had risen from the dead. The Christian Faith is one of hope, mercy, grace, forgiveness and triumph. What do we have to fear? If you are a believer in Jesus by faith then you will be in heaven the second you take your last breath here on earth. Now that is power and mercy.
After Jesus had gone back into heaven he had given the disciples power to heal. In Acts Chapter 3, Peter healed a cripple at the pool of Beautiful. Everyone was astonished at this because all the people knew that this man could not walk. 
 

Acts 3:8 "He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping and praising God."
 

I can just see the look on all these staunch Sadducees and Pharisees who were so bound up in the law that they had trouble with anything that was a miracle. Not only is this cripple walking but he is jumping and praising God. This stirred up the governing religious leaders. They thought Jesus was dead, now this is starting to happen. They had a meeting to determine what they should do with Peter for healing this cripple.
 

Acts 4:16,17 "What are we going to do with these men? They asked. Everyone in Jerusalem knows they have done an outstanding miracle and we cannot deny it. But to stop this thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn these men to speak no longer to anyone in his name."
 

When Peter and John were called back in the leaders of the law told him to stop doing miracles or to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. Peter knew he may come to harm because of this BUT he said in
 

Acts 4:19,20 "But Peter and John replied, "Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard."
 

ALL OF US have seen and heard the power of Jesus. Whether you know it or not God is doing miracles in your life everyday. From healing marriages, to addictions, to restoring relationships and healing loved ones, Jesus is always there. "Peter cannot help speaking" about Jesus.
What about you? Are you content to keep your faith to yourself or do you need to share what the Lord has done for you? Since this e mail is forwarded to a number of  people who may not know Jesus then I would ask you to reflect back on your life to see where the Lord has worked and saved you from utter destruction. In my own life I turned my back on the Lord for over 25 years but Jesus never turned his back on me. Amen!
The next time someone asks you how you did such a great job, congratulated you on the promotion, praised you for all you have done for others; learn to give the credit where your strength lies. It doesn't lie in us but in Jesus. You may never know what seed you plant when you talk about the Lord.
You don't have to be a preacher but give credit where credit is due. If you haven't figured it out by now 
 

WE CAN DO NOTHING GOOD WITHOUT THE LORD BEHIND IT.
 

Pray that we would all have the perspective to share the gospel and not be a hindrance but a light in a dark world. 
Have a great week

Brad

