"Are You Going To Heaven?"

A number of people ask me "how do I know for sure that I'm going to heaven?" Over the years my story has stayed the same, the same way Jesus tells us, there is only ONE way. 
 

The bible was written so that you may know how to inherit eternal life.
 

1 John 5:13 "I write these things to you who believe in the name of the son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life."
 

"So that you may know......."
 

OK, so how can we know? 
 

First of all we have to recognize that we are all sinners. 
 

Romans 3:23 "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."
 

WE ARE ALL SINNERS so stop thinking you are better than the person next to you. Sin is sin and sin cannot be allowed in heaven.
 

Here is another important fact. Going to church, putting money in the offering plate, being baptized, being kind to others and doing good deeds WILL NOT GET YOU INTO HEAVEN.
 

Ephesians 2:8, 9 "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith -and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast."
 

No matter how good we are, no matter how hard we work, no matter how we do on the Ten Commandments, it is not good enough. IT IS NOT WORKS that get us into heaven it is by God's grace.
 

What is God's grace? An acrostic would better explain God's grace.
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God doesn't allow any sin in heaven so here we have a problem. God loves us and wants us all to be in heaven but He cannot allow us because of our sin SINCE we are all sinners.
 

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."
 

God needed a man without sin as a sacrifice for you and me. This is why Jesus was God in the flesh. There is no way that a man can lead a sinless life unless he was God. Jesus had to be the perfect sacrifice for you and for me.
 

So if we truly believe this, how do we still get to heaven? How do we believe in Him?
 

There is only one way to believe in Jesus. First of all let’s explain what belief is not. Belief can sometimes be temporal. I have a test coming up or a job interview and I pray that God would help me but when the test or trail is over I forget about God.
Another wrong way is an intellectual faith. This is a faith that "I believe that Jesus lived and that he died the same was as George Washington lived and died but I don't believe he can do anything for me."
 

Getting to heaven is having a saving faith in Jesus Christ. A saving faith is
 

Trusting in Jesus Christ Alone for eternal life.
 

Acts 16:31 "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved."
 

I believe that the verse that ties this all together is
 

Romans 10:9 "That, if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved."
 

Confession and TRULY believing. There has to be a point in this life that you confess who Jesus is and believe in your heart at what Jesus did for you then you will have eternal life.
 

If you acknowledge these events and truly believe in your heart that the only way to heaven is Jesus then please pray this prayer.
 

"Lord Jesus, I'm a sinner. I believe that you died on the cross and rose from the dead to pay the penalty for my sins. I believe that you are the Son of God and that you can save me. Jesus, please come into my life and take control and lead me in the truth. Jesus I need you. Thank you Jesus for hearing my prayers and for saving me. Help me to lead a life that is pleasing to you. Help me to turn from the things I have been doing that have been wrong to the things you desire of me. Please keep evil out of my life and thank you for giving me eternal life through your son Jesus Christ. I ask all these things in Jesus name. Amen."
 

If you prayed this prayer and meant it from the bottom of your heart you will be in heaven when you take your last breath. You have nothing else to fear in this world or for eternity. If you have made this decision please e mail me and I will send you out information that will help you grow in your faith.
Never, ever think that you are too far gone for Jesus to save you. He came for the sinners of this world which is you and I. I thank Jesus that even though at one point in my life I gave up on him He NEVER gave up on me. He will do the same for you. When you make that decision to follow Jesus your life will never be the same. Amen to that.

Have a great week

Brad

