"Are You Attached To The Branch"
I was in my yard yesterday cutting down some large branches. When I attempt an endeavor like this I tell Julie and the boys "STAY INSIDE, away from all windows". Those of you who know me know that "Murphy's Law" follows me; we'll let me say Murphy was an uncle! I think my brother has the same luck. He cut off a limb of a tree only to saw through a nest of squirrels. He didn't kill any of them but he did cut the tail off of one. It has been almost 5 years and he still sees that squirrel running around without that tail. It must run in the family!
After I had cut down this large branch I had to trim off all the smaller branches so the city could pick it up this morning. It had only been a couple hours after I had cut it down when I went back out to the street and noticed that the branches had already withered. At that point I realized that in every tree the nourishment is feed juts like blood to our limbs. Once cut off it begins to die and die quickly.
 

John 15:5,6 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers..."
 

I have had a tough weekend thinking about my son Chase. My thoughts are, will he ever be normal, we he ever be able to have a conversation, will he me made fun of, will he__________and on and on and on. In church Sunday I was reminded again of the power of our Lord. HE MAKES NO MISTAKES. I have been trying to help Chase in my own strength, not relying upon Jesus. 
If you have accepted Jesus into your life, acknowledged that he died on the cross and rose form the dead to pay the penalty for your sins and have asked forgiveness then you are a child of God and have heaven in your future. You are now a branch attached to the living vine. 
 

Matthew 11:28 "Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest."
 

I was so caught up in Chase's condition, doctors, therapists and my own pity that I forget to ask the one, the only one who can heal and comfort. When we are saved and a child of God we have tremendous strength and wisdom from the Holy Spirit that now lives within us. The question is "How often do we slow down enough to ask and trust? 
When we don't have quiet time, pray, have fellowship with other believers and read God's word we start to wither on the vine. I have learned in this life 
 

That I can do NOTHING good without Jesus behind it.
 

Everything I have done that he has not been a part of has failed. You would think that I would get it by now. All of us have something going on in our lives that can cause us to be distraught. The question is, are you going to trust in your own self to get it down or are you going to give your burden over to Jesus? Faith, do you have it? Do you believe that Jesus can do what you can’t? I know for certain that he can because he has proven it time and time again to me.
I am alive because I am saved by Jesus Christ. I now need to give my worries and cares over to him. He loves us enough to carry our burden. He didn't deserve to die on the cross, we did. Don't you think Jesus wants to handle all that troubles you and me? In order to do that you need to be connected to the branch. Are you?

