“Ambition”

Philippians 2:3 "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves."
 

Selfish ambition is an endless cycle. Ambition in itself is a great gift the Lord has given us. It enables us to get up in the morning with purpose and conviction. With the Lord's help we can do incredible things with our lives. When we do things for selfish reasons, that is when the problems arise.
When we do things for selfish reasons we aren't relying upon the Lord, we are relying upon our own talents. We don't care who or what we run over as long as we get to the goal. Have you noticed that this passage doesn't say do some things out of selfish ambition but it says do NOTHING out of selfish ambition? STOP what you are doing right now and think of the motives behind what you are doing. Are you doing things to further your own career at the expense of others or are you including others in your plans. Do you want to take all the credit or are you willing to take a back seat to get the job done?
Jesus came to this world and could have been a King but instead chose to be a servant.
 

Philippians 2:6,7 "Who, being in the very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant,..."
 

Most of the time WE WANT the credit, we want the pat on the back, we want the glory. BUT, when this is our motive we get in a vicious cycle where it is never enough. We get one pat on the back and we want two, we win one championship and want two, we get two and we want three. There is nothing wrong with doing the best with the talents the Lord has given us but we need to look at our motives.
In order to do this we need to consider others better than ourselves. This doesn't mean that others are better but that we need to see others as God sees them. How many times do we bypass others because we think we are smarter than they or we want all the glory? Probably far too often. This life was not meant to go at it alone. I know a lot of organizations that pit one person against another. IN THE LONG RUN THIS WILL NEVER WORK. This becomes a cancer that eats away at any organization including the family. Husband and wife have to be on the same team and not view one as stronger as or better than the other.
Jesus washed his disciple’s feet. This was a strong act of humility. Are you willing to serve those who are around you? Lead by example, not by being a tyrant. Jesus led by example. He led by prayer and knowing that all things come from God. Your next promotion, championship, raise, job, child comes ONLY from the Lord.
The more we can take "I" out of the equation, the more we will be able to life that encourages others. Start today by seeing what you can do for others MORE than what you can do for yourselves

Have a great week

Brad

