“Afraid”

Encarta Dictionary defines afraid as “frightened: frightened or apprehensive about something”

I don’t like spiders, especially big ones. There are a lot of other things I don’t like but hey, that’s me. One night while we were living in Phoenix I was going to go out to the back porch. Well, on the wall was the biggest black wolf spider I have ever seen. I did what any other mature man would do, I called my wife Julie; actually I screamed for her. “You won’t believe what’s outside “as I handed her a can of Raid and a flamethrower. There is the biggest spider out there; YOU are going to have to kill it. Not only did I send her out but I closed the sliding glass door behind her. Now that is something to be proud of!

What makes us afraid? There is fear of failure, being made fun of, fear of rejection, fear of heights and fear of death. Subconsciously a lot of us are afraid to die. We are afraid because the unknown can make anyone a little apprehensive.

Jesus says in Luke 12:4, 5 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear. Fear him who after the killing of the body has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him.”

We can be afraid of a lot of things but sitting in a hospital in a white gown, waiting fore the doctor’s results can put fear into anyone. What will the results be? Am I going to die? Not to minimize death but 

WE ARE ALL GOING TO DIE A PHYSICAL DEATH.

The saying is ‘We aren’t going to get out of here alive.” After watching my dad and my security die at a young age, I used to be afraid of death. Now I know because I have been saved that the death of my body is JUST THE BEGINNING of what we are really here for. We are here on earth for two things. The first is to come to know Jesus as Savior and Lord of our life, the second is to tell as many people about Jesus as possible. Nothing else will matter or last.

So don’t be afraid of the lab results, the horrible boss, the bad neighbor or the spiders but be afraid of the one who can send us to hell. Jesus has that power. If we have NOT made a decision to accept him, have not asked him for forgiveness, not acknowledged who he is and what he did on the cross then we have no hope of heaven. Then we are to be afraid. Afraid to the point of death. Remember that being kind to others, going to church each Sunday, being baptized, confirmed, putting money in the offering plate WILL NOT GET YOU INTO HEAVEN. If works could do it then Jesus died for nothing.

Make sure today that you have made that decision. This may be the day that Jesus calls you and this is an appointment you want to be ready for. 

Acts 16:31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved…..” 

When we can put out the fear of death from our minds we will all be free to live a life that is worth living. Why? Because there is no end. Eternal life starts the minute you make that decision and confess that Jesus is Lord. Don’t procrastinate about this one. 

Afraid – Bring it on!

Have a great week.

Brad

